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YOUTH PARLIAMENT OF PAKISTAN

DEBATES

Saturday, June 23, 2012
The Youth Parliament of Pakistan met in the Sikandar Hall, Hotel Best Western, Islamabad, at
nine in the morning with Madam Deputy Speaker (Sara Abdul Wadood Khan) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran by Jamal Naseer Jami.

Madam Deputy Speaker: Mr. Muhammad Umar Riaz, Youth Minister for Law, Parliamentary
Affairs and Human Rights would like to present Human Rights Policy.

Mr. Muhammad Umar Riaz: Thank you Madam Speaker. The Ministry of Law, Parliamentary
Affairs and Human Rights wants to express profound gratitude to all the members of the Youth Parliament
for sending in their recommendations for drafting this National Youth Human Rights Policy, 2012.

Madam Speaker! Government has tried to cover each and every area of human rights violation
which is taking place in Pakistan. We are currently aware of the dismal condition of women rights, we are
currently aware of the consistent human rights violation against the children. We are consistently aware of
the law and order situation which is on the deteriorating level. Now, what we need to do? In our policy
statement instead of producing a certain background, instead of more focusing on a certain background, we
were more focused on suggestions. We divided the major human rights issues in Pakistan into the various
categories and proposed certain level of suggestions in this regard.

What we have done Madam Speaker. We say that as far as the child rights are concerned. Child
rights and women rights are purely the provincial issues and appreciate the efforts of the Child Protection
And Welfare Bureau but we believe that the current juvenile system in Pakistan is not up to the mark and
believe that the separate hearing for juvenile cases should be ensured, which has not yet been ensured. For
women empowerment, the National Assembly and the Senate have done incredibly a great job. Various
different enactments relating to women have been made like Anti Acid Throwing Act, the Parliament Act,
on the Establishment of National Commission for Women on the status women was a very profound and
important step in this regard.

Furthermore, the human trafficking is an important issue which has been dealt with specifically in
our policy. We have detailed as we stated previously that we have focused our attention on the protection of
the rights of the journalists because journalists, in our view, are very important part of the State. Being the
04" pillar of the State, they need specific protection and for the protection we intend to move a detailed Bill
in the coming days, in the last day of this Parliamentary session.

On the Health, we also believe that this power has also been devolved to the provinces after the
18™ Amendment but we believe that still the responsibility lies with the State to ensure that the 04
provinces are working in accordance with the International Health Charter signed by the Government of
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Religious Minority issues which was not previously included in our policy. On the request of Mr.
Sagar Katija, we definitely wanted to ensure that the minority rights are equally protected and we have
emphasized on the specific measures which have been described in this particular issue which also calls for
the establishment of the National Commission for the Protection of Rights of Minorities but we have done
more. We have introduced also the concepts of the Housing and Environment issues. Environment issue is
a very important issue and after the 18" Amendment, the debate is still on that keeping in view our
external/international obligation, whether it should be the part of the provincial legislative list or not.

Furthermore, we have first time touched a very sensitive issue which is prevalent in Pakistan. We
have touched the issue of transgender human riots violation against the transgender people, transsexual
people in Pakistan which is considered to be a very sensitive issue. This point was also not included
initially in the policy but on the suggestion made by an honourable Youth Parliamentarian, we have
included the said points that it is the responsibility of the state to deal with the consistent human rights
violations which is prevalent among the masses of Pakistan against the transgender people.

Madam Speaker! by ensuring all this, I want to say that the policy is a complete of all the human
rights issues which are currently prevalent in Pakistan and I want to ensure all those who are sitting on the
Parliamentary benches that all the recommendations which were present in the form of the Resolution
during the 1%, 2" and 3" day are already present in the National Human Rights Policy Statement.

Madam Speaker! let me tell you, instead of going in deep into the historical background, let me
tell you only one thing that we would definitely appreciate the step of the Government of Pakistan to
establish the National Commission for Human Rights which is an important fundamental milestone in the
history of Pakistan. This Commission should have been established much earlier because Pakistan was an
international signatory in this regard that we would establish such a Commission in Pakistan. In India, such
Commission was established in early 1990s and the human rights violations in India are much less as
compared to those in Pakistan.

Madam Speaker! in the appendix we have also included a Bill relating to the journalists which
would ensure that their rights are protected, their lives are safe and then can work incredibly in an
environment which is safe, even their families are targeted in this regard, that their families do not become
a victim of the external aggression because we believe that the media, being the 4™ pillar of the State, is
playing a pivotal role in the uplift of democracy, in the protection of democracy, in the protection of
judicial system of Pakistan.

We have also dealt with the hot topic of Balochistan and Karachi. We are obliged to Mr. Najeeb
Abid Baloch, for their valuable recommendations in this regard and it must have been shown that the prime
responsibility, the prime focus of the present Government is and has been on the protection of the rights in
Balochistan because in all three sessions we focused on Balochistan.

Madam Speaker! in Karachi, the deteriorating situation has been dealt with specifically. We are

determined to establish a Commission which would be focusing on whether these human rights violations



which are happening in Karachi are due to the political causes and how those political causes are to be
corrupted, we have dealt with that accordingly.

In the end Madam! I would like to state that in the coming days, both sides of the Parliament, the
Opposition benches and the Treasury benches will be introducing certain legislative business, certain Bills
in this regard, which would ensure the protection of human rights in Pakistan.

Madam Speaker! let me briefly give a historical point of view that despite the present status, the
present negative status of human rights in Pakistan. We are pretty much sure that one day Pakistan would
become a country in which human rights are being considered of paramount importance and they will be
given the first preference and Pakistan will become a number one country in which human rights are
protected with full fundamental point of view.
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Madam Deputy Speaker: Thank you Mr. Muhammad Umer Riaz. Mr. Muhammad Zafar Siddique,
Mr. Muhammad Wagqar, Mr. Naseeb Akhtar Channer, Mr. Amir Abbas, Mr. Gohar Zaman, Mr. Saleem
Khan and Mr. Gulfam Mustafa would like to move the Resolution. I would ask Mr. Muhammad Zafar
Siddiqui to read out the Resolution.

Mr. Muhammad Zafar Siddique: T would like to move that this House is of the opinion that
keeping in view the disturbing rise in the cases of child molestation, child labor and child marriages,
immediate actions must be taken to stop such violence by requiring speedy criminal trials, issuing
protection orders, creating grass-root level protection committees, and punishing the offenders with long
jail terms and heavy fines”.
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Mr. Muhammad Umar Riaz: Thank you Madam Speaker. As very fruitful discussion has already
taken place, let me made some few clarifications here that one of the honorable members said here that the
current data is not available as far as the child labor is concerned and that is so true and we have included

that in our policy that the data regarding the exact number of children involved in the child labor, the

children who become the victims of the child molestation should be taken care of and should be made



according to the international standard and statute so that we can come to the exact status of what is present
in Pakistan.

Furthermore, it has been stated that there are flaws in the judicial system of Pakistan and the legal
community exploits the cases and the ethical issue also gets involved in that. That is also really true. Let me
tell you that after the apparent judicial activism after the restoration of the judiciary, the Supreme Court and
High Courts, as I always say, have seen the improvements and it has been witnessed that their performance,
their functioning have been improved to a greater extent but in the lower courts where the child molestation
cases are actually taking into account. They are not being dealt with specifically because the lower court
cases are neither recorded nor debated and quoted. So, it is a need of the hour that we need to ensure some
reforms in the judicial system of Pakistan so that we can come towards a solid mechanism and the solid
solution of this problem. Thank you.

Madam Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Honourable Opposition Leader, Mr. Fahad Mazhar Ali
sahib.
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Madam Deputy Speaker: Now, I put this Resolution to the House for voting.

(The Motion was carried.)



Madam Deputy Speaker: Consequently the Resolution is adopted. Now Mr. Tabraiz Mari and Mr.
Jamal.

(interruption)

Miss Shaheera Jalil Albasit: Madam on a point of order.

Madam Deputy Speaker: Yes please.

Miss Shaheera Jalil Albasit: Madam I would like to propose a resolution.

Madam Deputy Speaker: What is that about?

Mr. Muhammad Attique: Madam, I think it is not the appropriate manner because if something is
on the Order of the Day, you cannot just interrupt like this.

Madam Deputy Speaker: What is that about?

Miss Shaheera Jalil Albasit: I will read out. “This House is of the opinion that the non-democratic
practices for the derailing of the system in this Youth Parliament should strongly be discouraged and dealt
with an iron hand.”

(Desk thumping)

Madam Deputy Speaker: Yes, Leader of the Opposition.
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then you can give your point of view. I will come back to you.

S S S L Gl Jhe G ot s (S S O | S adie s le e 38 Cllia
embarrassing S leadership (e 3 3l = (S5 &2 exploitation S U4 ¢ = Sl 52 opportunity s>
S 5 S WSS gystem Ll 13 . 2 (S5 Sila apologies S O [SVE NG LIEN YIS U situation
=

Madam Deputy Speaker: That is what she is talking about.

U order of the day s> = Uss discuss oo Ol sl Aldbae al (568 B alua 108 ) jae Sl
phe) pys b GRS s Al G pa S jgsue ) S Y pd S ple (SS ey 5 o Jald
sl (S A 05 A (S rules = sl o s S AL el 1A ala

coabaabiel s o S S8 alie

0 AS oo (Sl ok e | S adie (Giiad ) 45y alae ) 5 35) aabie adl deae Glia
Giged S diiga (oS e Ols) Gl S 2 Jd e 88 I LS discuss oxd b 2 WS discuss S
S S S discuss 3 Obe S o) O =0 2385 8 S ik ) geen SOl AL ) 23 G



Madam Deputy Speaker: Mr. Tabraiz Marri and Mr. Jamal Naseer Jami move the resolution.

Mr. Tabraiz Marri: Thank you madam Speaker. “This House is of the opinion that homicide in the
name of honour is a heinous crime and the rise in the number of victims all across Pakistan is alarming. The
House urges the law enforcing departments to act efficiently and bring the perpetrators to justice.”

Madam Speaker! First of all I would like to inform the House that what exactly an honour killing
is. The member of family of a social group or the other member due to the believe that the member has

brought dishonour upon a family indulges into homicide and takes a life.

According to a very prominent report, approximately 80000 - = U~ b e G&“ﬁ S~

women were killed in honour killing all across Pakistan during the last decade. So, it is one of the very
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although it is against the rules in PPC and in many other rules which cater to the human rights. Here my

recommendation is that, we should ask the law enforcing agencies and not just one of them, all the law
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bring the perpetrators to justice. Thank you.
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Miss Shaheera Jalil Albasit: Madam Speaker, the actual points that I had in this resolution has

been said and for once I agree with the Opposition. Thank you.
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Mr. Muhammad Umar Riaz: Thank you Madam Speaker. According to a recent statistics of
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, about 943 women were killed in the name of honour in the year

2011 and among the victims there were Christians and Hindus as well. The mistreatment of women

including their rape, domestic violence, the forced marriages and the killings in the name of honour as



stated in the resolution has become a prevalent custom. As I always say that all the resolutions which have
been moved are already in the Human Rights’ policy statement and this issue has also been dealt with
accordingly. We proposed that the jirga system should not address any issue relating to the women in any
case and it should be brought within the purview of the Session Courts so that the highest level of integrity,
the highest level justice may be insured for those downtrodden women of the society which have become
the victims of these killings in the name of honour.

Madam Speaker, I would also like to ensure that the present flaws in the judicial system of
Pakistan are need to be dealt with. In a case we should give credit to the present Government that it has
passed certain pieces of legislation for the protection of the rights of the women. However, again the same
thing, the problem lies with the implementation. The implementation is not according upto the mark. We
have the National Commission on the status of Women, we have the Anti Sexual Harassment Act, we have
Anti Acid Throwing Bill, we have legislation relating to the killing in the name of honour but still problem
lies with the implementation and still we see the cases where the clapping by girls in the marriage
ceremony leads to their deaths. This is something which is really very disturbing and something which

should be dealt accordingly. Thank you.
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Madam Deputy Speaker: Please stick to the Resolution.
Mr. Ali Raza: This is your prerogative Madam Speaker that you can allow me to talk about the
issue.
Madam Deputy Speaker: I am not allowing you.
Mr. Ali Raza: What I saying, I am saying according to the law and I need to talk about the issue.

Madam Deputy Speaker: Please sit down. The honourable Leader of the Opposition, would you

like to say something on the Resolution?
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Madam Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Honourable Prime Minister.

Osia LS Gl alS le (e - S plie m Sl o(Citand ) 4 g alae ) 5y ) 5) malie adls desa Clia
Osa US add ~ om0 e sl = S resolution 63 S Sl a3 AS € Youth Parliament o) 8
e o o) sl = 2 policy statement S 7l 2 0w o0 OB s ;s ala palby e SK
& SOV o violators s> o culprits 5> AS 2 S el () Gyg . WS SO AL el S sl
@ W G e -2 S effectively ensure S 0+ sl and they should be penalized ol S ﬁj U system
ralia S S B s BS b Sl Gapea (a0 AT B aila LS

that democracy is the best revenge.
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Madam Deputy Speaker: Now, I put the Resolution to the House.
(The Motion was carried.)

Madam Deputy Speaker: Consequently, the Resolution is adopted. The House is adjourned to

meet tomorrow at 9:30 A.M.

The House was then adjourned to meet again on 24" June, 2012 at 9:30 P.M.
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